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Presidentȭs Message 

Welcome to Cambridge University Entrepreneurs! If you have an idea for a new venture, we can help you make it 

a reality. 

Cambridge University Entrepreneurs was founded in 1999 by three people. Ten years on, CU Entrepreneurs have 

evolved to being a key part of the University's ecosystem for supporting and accelerating entrepreneurship and 

innovation. 

Cambridge University Entrepreneurs run one of the most successful student-run business creation competitions 

in the world. Since 1999 we have awarded over £500k in prize money to more than 40 start-ups and have seen 

many of them develop into successful companies. These companies have contributed greatly to the local region 

and beyond, producing over 110 full time jobs. Collectively, CUE alumni companies have gone on to secure 

over £33 million pounds of investment.  

Our goal is to promote and nurture entrepreneurship in Cambridge and beyond. However we do this in quite a 

unique way. Our business creation competition, along with the training, mentoring and networking events in 

support of it, take you from idea to business in under a year. 

9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÙ ÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÐÈÁÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓȭ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ %ÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ %ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓȭ 

Challenge is an exceptional opportunity to benefit from 

Ɇ The chance to win cash prizes at each stage 

Ɇ Training in essential business skills 

Ɇ Mentoring by experienced professionals 

Ɇ Feedback on your business idea from world class entrepreneurs 

Ɇ Media exposure for your business idea 

Ɇ Introduction to a network of entrepreneurs, investors and potential partners 

Ɇ Introduction to the private equity world in and around Cambridge 

 
We would like to thank our sponsors and supporters for making all this possible and you will hear more about 

them as the year progresses. 

The handbook is your guide to the competition process. If you have any questions, please get in touch with me at 

president@cue.org.uk. 

 

Daniela Krug 

President, Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 

  



 
 

 

 

The Entrepreneursΐ Challenge 

Remember that you can enter any or all ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÐÈÁÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓȭ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ 

Summary of Competition Structure 

4ÈÅ %ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓȭ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ 2009Ȥ2010 is structured into three phases across three streams. The table 

below summarises the streams, prizes and basic entry requirements for each phase of the competition and is 

followed by more detailed information on each phase. 

 

This year there is a special Consumer Product Challenge as well. Consumer Product Entries will be judges by the 

Technology & Clean Tech judging panel. 

Phase 1: The 100 Challenge Έ 100 for 100 words.  

Phase 1 opens: Wednesday 14 October, 2009 ΅ 8.00pm 

Phase 1 closes: Wednesday 28 October, 2009 ΅ 11.59pm 

)ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙȡ ÊÕÓÔ ÐÉÔÃÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÉÎ ρππ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÒ ÆÅ×ÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÄÅÎÓÅ ×ÈÁÔ you 

want to say and get all the major points across in just a paragraph. There is no need to give away any private 

information ɀ a public summary is enough to win the competition. Then, submit your summary online at 

www.cue.org.uk. Remember that business professionals and sponsors will see these summaries so a well written 

entry is a great way to get yourselves noticed. 

You could win one or more of 20 cash prizes of 100. Winners and runnersȤup get free entry to Phase 2. 

Phase 2: The 1k Challenge Έ Whatΐs the market? 

Phase 2 opens: Friday 14 November, 2009 

Phase 2 closes: Monday 7 December, 2009 ΅ 1.00pm 



 
 

 

 

Phase 2 is about developing the business opportunity and writing an executive summary of up to 1500 words. The 

1k Challenge rewards well̈́ presented propositions that show clear market potential and competitive positions. 

You will need to clearly identify and quantify your market niche. 

Up to 10 cash prizes of 1k each will be awarded and winners and runnersȤup get free entry to Phase 3. 

Phase 3: The 5k Challenge Έ Making it happen.  

Phase 3 opens: January, 2010, Thursday 21 January, 2010 

Phase 3a closes: February, 2010, Friday 19 February, 2010 ɀ 11.59pm 

Phase 3a poster submission: March, 2010, Tuesday 9 March, 2010 ɀ 1.00pm 

Finalists announced: March, 2010, tentative date Tuesday 16 March, 2010 

Phase 3b closes: April, 2010, Friday 16 April, 2010 ɀ 11.59pm 

Phase 3a poster submission: June, 2010, Wednesday 2 June, 2010 ɀ 1.00pm 

Winners announced: June, 2010, Wednesday 9 June, 2010 

By Phase 3, you will have built a team and be ready to make your idea happen. In this phase you will benefit from 

a professional mentor, write a more detailed business plan and pitch for investment. The 5k Challenge rewards 

propositions that show practicality, financial viability and strong teams. The requirements for this stage will vary 

depending on which stream your business fits into. The Phase 3 finalists are announced at the Finalistsȭ #ÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ. 

There are up to 6 prizes of 5k each, which are distributed across the streams and the prize money is tied to the 

creation of the business: 

Technology and Social Enterprise Streams 

If your team is in either the Technology or Social Enterprise Stream, you will need to expand your executive 

summary and submit it by the deadline to be announced shortly. Teams who can convince the judges that their 

idea is viable will be invited to continue to write a full business plan and must submit before 1.00pmon the day of 

the deadline of phase 3a for the chance to win one or more prizes of 5k, and to pitch for a further award from a 

panel of angel investors. 

Ɇ Technology Enterprise Awards 

Winners will be highȤgrowth technological propositions that show a strong likelihood of receiving venture capital 

or business angel investment. Within this category, Judges may also consider a Cleantech Enterprise Award where 

the winner will provide knowledgeȤbased products or services that improve operational performance, 

productivity or efficiency while reducing costs, inputs, energy consumption, waste or pollution. 

Ɇ Social Enterprise Award 

The winner of this award will create a highȤimpact social benefit in a sustainable way and may or may not be for 

profit.  

Software Stream 

If your team is in the Software Stream, the emphasis is on product development and working towards a prototype. 

You will need to refine and expand your executive summary and also create a series of presentation up to 12 



 
 

 

 

slides that will contain examples of what your product can do as well as information relating to the business. 

These must be submitted by the deadline to be announced shortly  and teams who convince the Judges that their 

idea is viable will be asked to continue development. The final submission will comprise of an extended summary 

and revised slides and the team will be required to demonstrate their product or service before the judges during 

the pitch. 

Ɇ Software Enterprise Award 

Winners will be highȤgrowth proposit ions that show a strong likelihood of generating revenues. 

Enterprise Tuesdays 

Enterprise Tuesday is a free evening programme open to the local business community and all staff and students 

of the University of Cambridge. It introduces participants to the world of business and inspires individuals to 

pursue their entrepreneurial ambitions. Each evening concludes with a networking session, fuelled by food and 

drinks, which is the ideal place to find business ideas and potential team members. CUE committee members are 

always present at Enterprise Tuesday, so please come and ask us any questions you may have. 

For more information, please visit the CfEL website: www.cfel.jbs.cam.ac.uk. 

  

http://www.cfel.jbs.cam.ac.uk/


 
 

 

 

Competitions Rules 

1. Eligibility 

1.1 All staff and students at all levels of education and from any department, registered with the University of   

Cambridge for the year 2009/2010, are eligible to enter. This includes visiting and exchange students. 

1.2   Other people that do not meet requirement 1.1 may join or form teams, provided that at least one principal 

team member meets requirement 1.1. For the business creation competition, it is understood that the 

winning team would, upon incorporation, have at least one member meeting requirement 1.1 as a director. 

1.3  The President of Cambridge University Entrepreneurs may not enter the competitions during tenure as 

President. There are no restrictions for any other CUE committee members or organisers other than as stated 

in rules 1.1 and 1.2, as they will not have access to confidential information regarding the competition. This 

rule supersedes rules 1.1 and 1.2. 

1.4 Competitors are encouraged to seek the involvement of faculty members, past winners, postdoctoral 

researchers and other staff. Multidisciplinary teams tend to do best. However, there are no restrictions on the 

size or composition of your competition team. 

1.5   Teams that have already secured arrangements for capital from any source must disclose the amounts and 

sources clearly in their entries. Example sources of capital include cash generated from sales revenues or 

contracts, research grants and personal or family funds. 

1.6   Entries must describe a new business. Projects within established businesses are not eligible for entry. The 

president reserves the right to decide on eligibility of teams and should be consulted prior to submission if in 

doubt. 

2. Entry Fees 

2.1    There is no entry fee for entering Phase 1. 

2.2   The entry fee for Phase 2 is 10 per executive summary. Winners and runners̈́ up from Phase are exempt 

from paying this fee. 

2.3    The entry fee for Phase 3 is 20 per extended summary. Winners and runners̈́ up from Phase 2 are exempt 

from paying this fee. 

2.4    Teams submitting multiple entries will be charged multiple entry fees. 

2.5    Payment will be made online as part of the submission process by the deadlines for entry. 

2.6    The entry process will not be complete without payment or exemption code. 



 
 

 

 

2.7  Payments are valid only for the competitions in 2009/2010  and are not transferable to future CUE 

competitions. 

3. Content 

3.1.   All entries must be the original work of the entrants. 

3.2.   All entries must be factual. 

3.3.   Entries should be made with full understanding of University regulations on Intellectual Property Rights. It is 

the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that no third party, such as a research sponsor or another member 

of the University who participated in your research, has any rights on the contents which may prevent its 

exploitation. Proprietary information about the idea should not be disclosed in the public summary, posters, 

or presentations, as this information will be published (see rules 4.3 & 5.5). 

3.4.  Software stream entries should make clear what parts of the software product have been created by the team. 

It is the responsibility of software stream entrants to ensure they have acquired all necessary rights to the 

parts of the software product that are not the sole property of the entrants 

4. Phase 1: 100 Challenge 

4.1.   Entries should be submitted online at www.cue.org.uk before 11.59pm on the day of the deadline. 

4.2.   Entries may be no more than 100 words in length. Entries longer than 100 words may be truncated without 

notice or consultation before being passed to judges. 

4.3.   Entries may be circulated via press releases and CUE publications for promotional purposes. 

5. Phase 2: 1k Challenge 

5.1.  Entries should be submitted online at www.cue.org.uk before 1.00pm on the day of the deadline and include 

the entry form and executive summary. 

5.2.  Hard copies of the signed Disclaimer and NonȤDisclosure Agreement must be received at the UMS address no 

later than 5.00pm the day after the deadline. 

Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 

Institute for Manufacturing 

Cambridge CB3 0FS 

5.3.   No entries will be accepted after the deadline. 



 
 

 

 

5.4.  Executive summaries should be a maximum of 1500 words including text in tables. The number of diagrams 

is not limited. The document should be sized to print out on A4 paper. Keep in mind that the judges 

appreciate brevity and clarity. 

5.5.   A public summary of no more than 100 words will be required as part of the submission. It may be circulated 

via press releases and CUE competition publications for promotional purposes. 

5.6.  Posters will be required for each entry for public exhibition and future CUE events. Posters should be 

supplied in electronic form (PDF no larger than 4MB)  and be suitable for printing on size A3 paper in either 

landscape or portrait format.  Submission deadline for posters is on Monday 11 January 2010. 

5.7. Content beyond the 1500Ȥword limit for the executive summary and the 100Ȥword limit for the  public 

summary will be disregarded. 

5.8.   Incomplete submissions with missing documents, incomplete fields or missing signatures will be rejected. 

6. Phase 3: 5k Challenge 

6.1.  It is recommended that entrants obtain a letter from an appropriate authority within their department, e.g. 

the Head of Research or Supervisor, confirming that they know a business plan has been submitted in 

relation to the idea. 

6.2.  Entrants wishing to be considered for a CleanTech or Social Awards need to clearly demonstrate the social 

and/or environmental purpose of their venture in addition to the traditional business plan headings. 

6.3. Phase 3a 

6.3.1 Entries should be submitted online at www.cue.org.uk. Online submission of entry forms and executive  

summaries, complete with market research and competitor analyses, must be completed before 

11.59pm on the day of the deadline. 

6.3.2 Hard copies of the signed Disclaimer and NonȤDisclosure Agreement must be received at the UMS 

address no later than 5.00pm the day after the deadline. 

Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 

Institute for Manufacturing 

Cambridge CB3 0FS 

6.3.3 For entrants into the Technology and Social Enterprise stream, executive summaries, complete with 

market research and competitor analyses, should be a maximum of 3500words including all text, 

graphics and appendices. The number of diagrams is not limited. The document should be sized to print 

out on A4 paper. Keep in mind that the judges appreciate brevity and clarity. 



 
 

 

 

6.3.4 For entrants into the Software stream, the executive summary must not exceed a maximum of 2000 

words including all text, graphics and appendices. The number of diagrams is not limited. The document 

should be sized to print out on A4 paper. In addition, entrants must submit supporting presentation 

slides that contain examples of what your product can do as well as some information relating to the 

business. A maximum of 12 slides is permitted per entry. 

6.3.5 A public summary of no more than 100 words will be required as part of the submission. It will be  

circulated via press releases and CUE competition publications for promotional purposes. 

6.3.6 Posters will be required for each entry for public exhibition and future CUE events. Posters should be 

supplied in electronic form (PDF no larger than 4MB) and be suitable for printing on size A3 paper in 

either landscape or portrait format.  Submission deadline for posters is on Tuesday 9 March January 

2010 ɀ 1.00pm. 

6.3.7 No entries will be accepted after the deadline. 

6.3.8 Content beyond the word limits for the executive summaries and the 100 word limit for the public 

summary will be disregarded. 

6.3.9 Incomplete submissions with missing documents, incomplete fields or missing signatures will be 

rejected. 

6.4. Phase 3b 

6.4.1 Only the finalists announced at the &ÉÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ #ÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ will be invited to submit entries and posters 

into Phase 3b. 

6.4.2 For entrants into the Technology and Social Enterprise stream, teams must submit full business plans, 

which should not exceed 40 pages, including all text, graphics and appendices. Any pages above the limit 

will be disregarded by the judges. 

6.4.3 For entrants into the Software Enterprise stream, teams must submit an extended executive summary 

not exceeding 3500 words including all text, graphics and appendices. Teams must also submit a revised 

version of their presentation slides and will be required to demonstrate their product in a closed 

presentation to the judges. 

6.4.2 Entries should be submitted online at www.cue.org.uk before 11.59pm on the day of the deadline. 

6.4.3 Posters will be required from each finalist team for public exhibition at The Grand Finale in 2010 and 

future CUE events. Posters should be supplied in electronic form (PDF no larger than 4MB) and be 

suitable for printing on size A3 paper. Submission deadline for posters is on Wednesday 2 June 2010 ɀ 

1.00pm. 



 
 

 

 

φȢτȢτ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÎ 0ÈÁÓÅ σÂ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÉÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ Ceremony. 

6.5. Finalistsΐ Judging Presentations 

6.5.1 For entrants into the Technology and Social Enterprise stream, each finalist team will have 10 minutes 

to present to and answer questions from the judging panel. The main purpose of this session is to clarify 

issues that arise from the full business plan and presentation. It is also a good opportunity for teams to 

convince the judges that they will be able to meet and surpass their business goals and challenges. No 

AV equipment may be used for these presentations 

6.5.2 For entrants into the Software stream, each finalist team will be asked to present to the judging panel 

for no more than 10 minutes, followed by a 5Ȥminute questionȤand answer session. Time will also be 

allocated to permit a demonstration of the software on computers provided by competition entrants. 

The main purpose of this session is to clarify issues that arise from the extended summary and slides 

while allowing the judges to interact with the software itself. It is also a good opportunity for teams to 

convince the judges that they will be able to meet and surpass their business goals and challenges. No 

AV equipment may be used for these presentations, except for demonstration of the software. 

7. Judging 

7.1.  The judging panels of all of the competitions are coordinated by the Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning 

(CfEL) in collaboration with the CUE President. The panels include experienced entrepreneurs and venture 

capitalists. They are highly experienced and respected members of the wider entrepreneurial community 

and are under the supervision of the CfEL Judging Coordinator to ensure the impartiality of judging. 

7.2.   The judging panel reserves the right to disqualify any entry that, in its opinion, violates the letter or the spirit 

of the competition. 

7.3.    Judging feedback will be provided for each entry in phase 2 and 3 of the competition. 

7.4.   Judging criteria for Phase 1, 2 and Phase 3 are available in this booklet. All judging criteria will be available 

online at www.cue.org.uk. 

7.5.  All prizes are awarded at the discretion of the judging panel and all judging decisions are final and not subject 

to appeal. 

8. Prizes 

8.1.  The prize money awarded to the winning teams must be claimed in instalments linked to agreed milestones 

in creating the business. 



 
 

 

 

8.2.  The winners will have the opportunity to pitch on stage to a panel of business angels and early stage 

investors for cash from the CUE Angel Prize Fund. 

8.3.   Sponsored services, such as free patent filings, may also be awarded to Phase 2 and Phase 3 winners. 

8.4.   Judges reserve the right not to award a prize if no prize worthy entries are available. 

9. Entry Confidentiality 

9.1.  All judges with access to the entries will sign a nonȤdisclosure agreement. A copy of the agreement is 

available at www.cue.org.uk and is included as an appendix to this handbook. 

9.2.  A qualified mentor may be provided to Phase 3 finalists. With consent, entries may be shared with 

prospective mentors who will formally agree to a nonȤdisclosure agreement as described in 10.2 below. 

9.3.  7ÉÔÈ ÃÏÎÓÅÎÔȟ 0ÈÁÓÅ σ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ ÅÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎvestors, including the panel of 

business angels and earlyȤstage investors for The Grand Finale, who will formally agree to a nonȤdisclosure 

agreement as described in 10.2 below. 

10. Intellectual Property Protection 

10.1.  Cambridge University Entrepreneurs, its sponsors and the organisers of the business ideas and creation 

competitions have taken reasonable measures to ensure the confidentiality of your entries. 

10.2.  The sponsors of CUE and the judges of the competitions include organisations and individuals that work 

with entrepreneurs and invest in their ideas. Sponsors, judges and mentors will agree to a confidentiality 

agreement which extends for 12 months after the public announcement of the competition winners. Copies 

of these confidentiality agreements are available from the CfEL Judging Coordinator. 

10.3. Cambridge University Entrepreneurs cannot, and will not, take further responsibility to protect the    

intellectual property or other rights of the entrants. 

10.4.   The protection of intellectual property or other rights of the entrants is the ultimate responsibility of each 

ÅÎÔÒÁÎÔȢ %ÎÔÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÕÒÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÒË ÁÓ ȰÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌȱ ÁÎÙ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ consider to be 

confidential. Entrants should take care about disclosing any patentable concepts in the entries. 

10.5.   Entrants looking to incorporate are strongly advised to seek professional advice on the issues surrounding 

Intellectual Property Rights. A list of organisations known to CfEL and CUE is available on request. 

10.6.    Please also refer to the Intellectual Property Guide on the following pages. 

 



 
 

 

 

Phase 1 Judging Criteria 

Each entry will be judged independently by a minimum of 3 judges. They will be graded between 0 and 3 (0 = 

none, 1 = weak, 2 = moderate, 3 = strong) for the following categories: 

Ɇ Potential 

Ɇ Originality  

Ɇ Presentation and Clarity 

Ideas that create social and environmental benefits when compared to existing products, processes or services 

will be judged additionally upon the degree to which they do so. 

Phase 2 Judging Criteria 

Phase 2 entries are judged according to the following criteria. The highest possible score for a Phase 2 entry is 12. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Phase 3 Judging Criteria 

All entries of Phase 3 are judged according to these criteria. 

 

Entries wishing to be considered for the Technology & Clean Tech Awards will be additionally judged on: 

Entries wishing to be considered for the Social Enterprise Awards will be additionally judged on: 



 
 

 

 

 

Entries wishing to be considered for the Software Award will be additionally judged on: 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Intellectual Property Guide 

Introduction 

Intellectual property covers a range of topics including patents, copyright (for example in software), trade secrets, 

database rights and design rights. Some rights are protectable through registration, such as patents and design 

rights, and some are automatic, such as copyright. Patent protection is often very important to technologyȤbased 

companies and this sheet looks at some of the basic issues involved in obtaining patent protection, and ownership 

of intellectual property within the University.  

Should I Think About Patents? 

The following is a basic ruleȤofȤthumb guide as to whether or not your idea should be investigated further for 

patent protection. Answer yes or no to the following questions. 

Ɇ Is it novel? If it has been made public in any way (e.g. through a conference paper, poster, publication, abstract or 

public talk, including on the internet) then it is no longer novel but some countries do benefit ÆÒÏÍ Á ȰÇÒÁÃÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȱ 

allowing 6 or 12 months for filing a patent application after a disclosure by the inventor(s). 

Ɇ Is it inventive? If your idea is obvious to someone knowledgeable in the field then it may not be inventive. 

Ɇ Does your idea have industrial utility? You cannot patent something that does not have an identifiable use. 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÐÁÔÅÎÔ expert. 

You should also check the University policy on IP to ensure that you are entitled to exploit your idea. 

Exceptions 

There are a few classes of invention that cannot be patented: 

Ɇ Discoveries 

Ɇ Scientific theories 

Ɇ Mathematical formulae 

Ɇ Surgical procedures 

Ɇ Plant or animal varieties 

Ɇ Business scheme 

It may be possible to protect these classes of invention in other ways. In addition to the usual scientific abstract 

databases there are websites that allow you to search published patent applications: ep.espacenet.com is one of 

them. Please be aware that patent applications are only published 18 months after they are initially filed and that 

the claims in an application may change considerably prior to the grant of the patent. 

)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÏÎ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ Ï×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ at: 



 
 

 

 

http://www.enterprise.cam.ac.uk/ipandlicensing.php?subsub=21. If you are a member of staff, its provisions do 

affect the ownership of intellectual property which you create and you cannot assume that you can use it freely 

The ownership of IP created by students is a complex issue and depends on a number of factors. Staff and students 

should ask themselves these questions: 

Ɇ Might the idea be covered in any way by contractual obligations undertaken by the University e.g. through 

research grants, collaboration, studentships or material transfer agreements? 

Ɇ -ÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÂÅ ȰÐÕÌÌÉÎÇȱ ÏÎ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ ÏÒ ÍÁËÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ use of 

departmental facilities? 

Ɇ If you are a graduate student, are there relevant terms in your studentship or research contract? If you have 

ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ Cambridge Enterprise. 

CoInventors 

Consider carefully whether anyone else has been involved in the invention. Is there anyone else who could 

legitimately say that they have made an intellectual input to the invention? This means that they have been more 

ÔÈÁÎ ȰÁ ÐÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÈÁÎÄÓȱ ÄÏÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÖÅÎÔÉÖÅ 

ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎȱȢ If so, then again you should consult Cambridge Enterprise. You need to establish whether a 

coȤinventor who is not part of your team could have rights which would affect your ability to exploit your idea 

Advice on Intellectual Property 

Cambridge Enterprise, the University of Cambridge commercialisation office, is always pleased to help and offer 

advice. Please contact one of their specialists listed at www.enterprise.cam.ac.uk/people.php or email them at 

enquiries@enterprise.cam.ac.uk. 

Patent Surgeries 

CambÒÉÄÇÅ %ÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȟ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ Ȱ3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ 3ÕÒÇÅÒÉÅÓȱ ÏÎ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌÍÁÓ and 

Lent terms. Patent lawyers and other professionals freely give their time and offer their expertise in 40 minute 

confidential meetings. 

For further information please visit: 

http://www.enterprise.cam.ac.uk/lookingforinvestment.php?sub=11&subsub=18. 

REMEMBER Έ IF IN DOUBT, FIND OUT! 
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NDA for Entrants 
To: 
Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 

Institute for Manufacturing 

University of Cambridge 

17 Charles Babbage Road  

Cambridge, CB3 0FS 

RE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND NONȤDISCLOSURE AGREEMENT 

I would like to participate in the 2009/10 Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 1k Challenge or CUE 5k Challenge (theȰ#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎɉÓɊȱɊȢ 

The purpose of the Competition(s) is to choose the best executive summaries and business plan entries and to foster entrepreneurial activities 

within the University and surrounding area. 

I understand that in the course of my participation in the Competition(s) I may have access to executive summaries of business plans of 

ÅÎÔÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ɉÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ Ȱ0ÌÁÎÓȱɊȟ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÈÁÒÄ copy or electronic form. These Plans may contain the 

ideas, inventions and concepts (collectively "Ideas") of entrants in the Competition(s). I understand that all intellectual and other property 

rights of all entrants will remain unaltered as a result of entering the Competition(s). I also understand that some of these Ideas or Plans may 

constitute trade secrets and that entrants may not have yet taken appropriate steps to patent or otherwise protect their Plans or Ideas. In 

consideration of my being accepted by the University of Cambridge to participate in the Competition(s), I agree that for the benefit of the 

University, its subsidiaries and the individual entrants involved in the Competition(s) I will hold Plans and Ideas which I may receive in the 

course of the Competition(s) in strict confidence and will not copy, reveal, or disclose such Plans or Ideas to others and that I will not use any 

such Plans or Ideas for any purpose other than evaluating them with a view to submission of a joint entry with the owner of such Plans or 

Ideas concerned and, if agreed, the preparation and submission of such an entry. In particular I will not use them for my own benefit (other 

than through a joint entry with the owner of the Plan or Idea concerned) or the benefit of any organisation with which I am affiliated. 

The above restrictions shall not apply to any Plans or Ideas which are in the public domain at the time of disclosure or become publicly known 

through no wrongful act of mine, are known to me at the time of disclosure or are independently developed by me, are used or disclosed in 

breach of such restrictions with the approval of the entrants involved, are furnished to a third party by the entrants without similar 

restrictions on the third party's rights, are received by me from a third party who has a lawful right to disclose them to me, or are to be 

disclosed pursuant to the requirement or request of a governmental agency provided that in such event I shall inform CUE of the nature and 

extent of any disclosure so required. 

The above restrictions will apply during the time that the Competition(s) is occurring and for a period of twelve (12) calendar months after the 

winners of the last of the Competitions are publicly announced. 

I am pleased to support the Competition(s) and during my involvement with it I agree to abide by such other rules and guidelines which the 

University of Cambridge may reasonably impose. 

 



 
 

 

 

NDA for Judges 
To: 
Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 

Institute for Manufacturing 

University of Cambridge 

17 Charles Babbage Road  

Cambridge, CB3 0FS 

 

RE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND NONȤDISCLOSURE AGREEMENT 

I would like to participate in and be supportive of the 2009/10 Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 1k Challenge and/or 

CUE 5k Challenge (the ΓCompetition(s)Δ). The purpose of the Competition(s) is to choose the best executive summaries 

and business plan entries and to foster entrepreneurial activities within the University and surrounding area. 

I understand that in the course of my participation in the Competition(s) I may have access to executive summaries of ideas 

and business plans of each entrant and the full business plans of finalists (collectively ΓPlansΔ), whether in hard copy or 

electronic form. These Plans may contain the ideas, inventions and concepts (collectively ΓIdeasΔ) of entrants in the 

Competition(s). I understand that all intellectual and other property rights in the Ideas will remain unaltered as a result of 

entering the Competition(s). I also understand that some of these Ideas or Plans may constitute trade secrets and that entrants 

may not have yet taken appropriate steps to patent or otherwise protect their Plans or Ideas. In consideration of my being 

accepted by the University of Cambridge to act as a judge in the Competition(s), I agree for the benefit of the University, its 

subsidiaries and the individual entrants involved in the Competition(s) that I will only review the Plans submitted to me in the 

course of the Competition(s) with other judges of the Competition(s) who have also undertaken to maintain confidentiality of 

the Plans. I further agree that I will hold Plans and Ideas which I may receive in the course of the Competition(s) in strict 

confidence, in a safe place and will not copy, reveal, or disclose such Plans or Ideas to others and that I will not use any such 

Plans or Ideas for any purpose other than judging the Competition(s). In particular I will not use them for my own benefit or 

the benefit of any organisation with which I am affiliated. At the conclusion of the Competition(s) I will return the Plans to the 

Competition(s) organisers without retaining copies. 

The above restrictions shall not apply to any Plans or Ideas which are in the public domain at the time of disclosure or become 

publicly known through no wrongful act of mine, are known to me at the time of disclosure or are independently developed by 

me, are used or disclosed in breach of such restrictions with the approval of the entrants involved, are furnished to a third 

party by the entrants without similar restrictions on the third party's rights, are received by me from a third party who has a 

lawful  right to disclose them to me, or are to be disclosed pursuant to the requirement or request of a governmental agency 

provided that in such event I shall inform CUE of the nature and extent of any disclosure so required. 

The above restrictions will apply during the time that the Competition(s) is occurring and for a period of twelve (12) calendar 

months after the winners of the last of the Competitions are publicly announced. I am pleased to support the Competition(s) 

and during my involvement with it I agree to abide by such other rules and guidelines which the University of Cambridge may 

reasonably impose. 

SIGNATURE ΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝ 

NAME ΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝ (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

DATE ΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝΝ 


